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Murphy Falcon and Murphy Announces a Settlement of the 

Lawsuit Brought by the Family of Terrence Sterling 
 
WASHINGTON, D. C. –– Today, Murphy Falcon and Murphy announced a $3.5 million dollar 
settlement between the family of Terrence Sterling and the District of Columbia. On September 11, 
2016, Terrence Sterling was shot and killed by Metropolitan Police Department Officer Brian Trainer. 
The family filed a civil lawsuit alleging Terrence Sterling’s wrongful death; the lawsuit will be 
resolved by the agreement reached by the parties.  

“This settlement is the highest ever made by the District of Columbia involving a wrongful death at the 
hands of a Metropolitan Police Department police officer,” said Hassan Murphy, Managing Partner of 
Murphy, Falcon, & Murphy, counsel to the family. “But there is no amount of money that will bring 
Terrence back, and his family remains heartbroken by his loss.  Hopefully, this settlement will 
highlight and continue the very important conversation about police violence on unarmed black men,” 
Murphy continued.  

“The Sterling family is heartened by the District of Columbia’s handling of this matter, especially 
Attorney General Karl Racine’s leadership and the support of Mayor Muriel Bowser in resolving this 
matter without protracted civil litigation,” said Jason Downs, Founding Partner of Downs Collins, 
former Partner of Murphy, Falcon & Murphy, who also represented the family. 

 
About Murphy, Falcon & Murphy, P.A. 
Murphy, Falcon & Murphy, P.A. is a Baltimore-based law firm specializing in complex civil, criminal 
and civil rights litigation. Our powerhouse legal team has a history of unrelenting dedication to its 
clients in Baltimore and across the country. Our team of seasoned trial lawyers has extensive 
experience in a wide variety of cases with success rates that dwarf national averages and is dedicated 
to providing smart strategies and creative approaches to complex litigation. Our team is driven and 
strategy-focused—characteristics that have helped us secure more than $700 million in verdicts and 
settlements, and our attorneys have won some of the largest verdicts in high-profile, high-stakes cases 
in some of the toughest jurisdictions around the country. The firm represented Freddie Gray, Jr., 
achieving a historic settlement of $6.4 million for federal and state civil rights violations that led to his 
death. The firm also achieved a $44,300,000 verdict for Robert Mosley, a man who was rendered a 
quadriplegic after a Baltimore City Police officer battered him. Over the last year, Murphy, Falcon & 
Murphy and Downs Collins have won punitive damages awards against multiple police officers in 
policy brutality cases. Learn more at www.murphyfalcon.com. 
 
*Each case is different. Past success does not guarantee a favorable result in any future case. 
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